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research thesis or who-done-it, so these few flaws are not crucial. This work is
illustrated well enough for the personal bookcase and factual enough for the
public library or any library with a Tennessee collection.
Diane N. Baird
University Library
Middle Tennessee State University
Snell, William R., editor. Myra Inman: A Diary of the Civil War in East
Tennessee. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2000.
Officers and politicians wrote most accounts of the Civil War, though
many civilian accounts come to light through the diligence of historians. Myra
Inman’s diary stands out as one of the few first person narratives of the civilian
experience of the Civil War.
Myra Inman wrote daily entries in her journal from the time she was 13
until she was 20. She kept it with caution, always fearful that it might be
stolen. Daily entries were brief, always commenting on the weather, but also
including the day’s events. The Inman family, a perfect example of Southern
hospitality, lived in Cleveland, Tennessee (Bradley County) and were
“prominent but not wealthy” slave-owners. Educated at the Cleveland Masonic
Female Institute, Inman excelled at writing and presenting compositions.
Inman documents her coming of age during the Civil War. Though her main
social activity was attending church, she frequently mentions other social
activities including balls, parties, concerts, masquerades, enjoying the circus
and visiting a fortuneteller. Frequent references to her family illustrate the
emphasis Inman placed upon the domestic sphere.
From her accounts, the slaves the Inman’s owned were considered a part of
the family and treated well. She documents the energy her mother and sisters
spend caring for the slaves and making clothing for them as well. Slavery is a
common theme of the diary, and the editor, William R. Snell, devotes an
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appendix to Aunt Phoebe and Uncle Ned, a slave couple inherited by Myra’s
mother, Ann. After Phoebe and Ned’s deaths, Myra writes: “It seems as though
two grand-parents had left us since they have been called away, for a parent
would not have cared more for our comfort and pleasure than did they for
‘Miss Annie and her children,’ as they called us. It is growing late, and fain
would I dwell on their virtues if I had the power to do them any good. But alas,
the only duty left us is to be ready to join them in the spirit world when our
hour comes, where there is no distinction in color or rank.”
As the war progressed, Inman’s entries became introspective and the reader
discovers the extent of her sympathies for the Confederacy. Inman’s
perspective gives new insight into the social history of the Civil War. A rich
historical resource, Inman’s diary captures a time when the nation struggled for
reconciliation. Snell includes Inman’s genealogy and several sections
providing background information concerning the social climate of Bradley
County. Inman’s diary is most appropriate for academic libraries or larger
public libraries that collect Civil War diaries.
Rebecca Tolley-Stokes
Sherrod Library
East Tennessee State University
Wolfe, Charles K. A Good Natured Riot: The Birth of the Grand Ole Opry.
Nashville: Country Music Foundation and Vanderbilt University Press, 1999
For most Americans, Nashville and the Grand Ole Opry are synonymous.
Before the Tennessee Titans and the Nashville Predators turned the state into a
quasi-burgeoning sports Mecca, it was music that lured people to Tennessee.
For those who think they already know the story of how Nashville became
home to the longest running show on radio and earned the name “Music City,”
Charles Wolfe’s impressive new book unveils more than a few surprises.
Professor of English at Middle Tennessee State University, musical critics and
56 Tennessee Librarian 52(1) Winter 2001

